


Minutes of Swindon Parish Council Meeting held at 7:15pm on Thursday 12th October 2023 at Swindon Community Centre 

Present: Cllrs Mr S Massey (Chairman), Mrs V Boote (Vice Chair), Mrs P Halford, Dr R Painter, Mr G Fanthom, Mrs L Page, Mrs D Chandler, Mr K Pincher and Mr S Hewitt and County Cllr Mrs V Wilson.
Also, present Mrs J Cree –Clerk and PCSO P Wilkes.

148/23.  	Apologies for Absence.

All members present.

149/23.  	To receive a report on Crime and Anti-social Behaviour.  
The reports were circulated to members from the PCSO’s and were noted.  PCSO Paula Wilkes was in attendance and ran through the crime statistics. Operation Bulmas is back to tackle vehicle crime as this type of crime is on the increase. The scramblers and Quads going through the village were noted and should be picked up on the High Street, Kinver.  Also there has been reports of drugs being smoked under the canal bridge.
It was asked if they can come and be present at school time, occasionally if possible. If she would like to do a Police surgery, she can use the Community Centre and join the Parish surgery days, the next one is in January.
150/23.	Declarations of Councillors’ Interest.

Cllrs Mr G Fanthom, Mrs P Halford, Mrs L Page and Mr S Massey re affirmed that having previously declared an interest as they are serving members of Swindon Community Centre. 
151/23.  		To receive for confirmation and adoption, the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th September 2023 (copy attached).

The minutes of the meeting held on the 14th September 2023 were proposed by Cllr Mrs V Boote and seconded by Cllr S Massey agreed by majority with 1 objection from Cllr Dr R Painter.

152/23.  	County / District Councillors to address the Council on any matters relevant to the Parish 
County Councillor Mrs V Wilson to addressed the Council on the following points:-
· She has had a recent meeting with the Minister for Highways, and she informed him of some of the issues of Highways in the Staffordshire area. There are 2.2 Million pounds of funds for the whole of the Country to help fix the potholes being given from the Government.
· JCB Pothole Pro has been purchased by the County Council at a cost of £90,000 and they have purchased 1 and will purchase more if they are required. 
· The email correspondence in relation to the speed costs for the speed reduction on Wombourne Road.  As requested, she supplied the breakdown of the cost and has been asked for further details on several TROs around the area.  She has been advised by the Highways Officer that this level of detail cannot be supplied and if Cllr Dr R Painter wanted this information, he would have to submit a FOI to the County Council. With regard to 1 of the local TRO, it was supported by a large sum of County Members Money, but that Councillor only has 2 Parishes to look after, her limited members fund has to be shared between 10 Parishes. 
The next item was brought forward to be discussed following the County Councillors items.


153/23.	To receive an update following discussions on Wombourne Road Speed Limit Reduction
The Clerk contacted County Officer Diane Firkins for her thoughts / comments on other speed reduction schemes that have been paid for by the County Council.  
The reply from Diane Firkins suggesting way forward is a FOI request. Following a conversation, it would appear that there is far more behind each and every Traffic Regulation, each is considered on its own merits.
There would appear to be no point at the current time in the Parish pursuing this speed reduction due to the costs involved, whilst this is disappointing as We would all support speed reduction the current data does not support it is required The Chairman proposed and Cllr Mrs V Boote seconded and agreed not to take this further at this time as there are 4 roads in the Parish that need looking at , not just Wombourne Road.  On a vote this was carried by majority with one voting against. 
154/23.	  	To discuss Development Applications received.  
The following planning application was noted. 23/00790/FUL, Proposal: The erection of a replacement rural building
Location: The Stables, The Holloway, Swindon, No Objection.

Decision received is detailed below:-

21/00874/COND	Portlet Bridgnorth Road Swindon, Discharge of condition 9 - Landscaping Plan (18/9).

155/23.	  	To receive an update on the cricket, bowls, and allotment leases    
The Chairman updated members that all leases have now been agreed and the Solicitor instructed adverts to be placed giving notice of the District / Parish intentions to surrender the current lease’s (those still in force).
Adverts were placed in the Express and Star on 29th September and 6th October, the last day for representations is 5pm Friday 27th October. Waheed advised that he would wait for the final date and as long as no comments made, he would proceed with the issue of documents for signing. This was noted.
156/23.  	To receive an update and discuss grounds maintenance / repairs at the playing fields (inc play area insp. report) and the village   
The Cllr Mr S Massey reported that :-
Minor defects noted at playing fields which have been the same for a number of years, suggest that this is monitored, and any further deterioration reported.
There is a damaged sign outside the shops that has been removed, Highways confirmed that this will be replaced in due course.
A letter has been received from SSDC re an update on the closed Church yard and repairs at Kinver, SSDC have found their funds and have been secured from other sources and that Special Expense for Kinver has now been removed, SSDC are putting funds into a reserve fund for the South Staffordshire closed church yards. 
They have suggested in the letter that Parish Councils should do the same to help look after Heritage Assets in their Parish Boundary.  This will be a future agenda item for November as there are some additional details to be discussed and decisions made.
There has been no update on Brooklands. The flower tubs near the Church need to be watered as they have not flourished, and a volunteer is needed to water them for next year.  A weeding working party is to be organised for the area by the shops.
Cllr Dr R Painter reported that he is a volunteer for the Canal Towpath, so he is allowed to strim / clear the paths and also volunteered to help with the church tidy up.  
157/23.	To receive an update on the Website provision and to discuss having specific email addresses for Parish Councillors and Clerk with .gov.uk ext. or similar
The new website has been written and developed with thanks to Cllr Mr K Pincher for his time and efforts setting this up. The new website as well as being easier to operate comes with cost savings, WordPress renewal was £307.00, the new website domain has been purchased for 10yrs at a cost of £72.80 , the operating costs for the first six months is £1.00 per month and then £7.00 per month, once the promotional period has ended the annual cost is in the region of £75.00 + vat so £90.00 per year.
Cllr Mr K Pincher suggested that photos would be useful on the site or perhaps a group photograph, this to be discussed at the next meeting.
Cllr Mr G Fanthom requested that the Parish look at gov.uk email address – the Clerk looked at costs and contacted other local councils to see how they achieved setting this up and this information was passed to Cllr Mr S Massey he has had a brief conversation with Company Recodedsolutions, further information recently received looks like it may become mandatory and this needs looking into in more detail.
Cllr Mr S Massey proposed that the Parish Council explore what are the legal requirements (Clerk to look at), additional costs etc, noted from Fasthosts (Cllr Mr K Pincher to look at this element) website gov.uk domain cost £109 + VAT for the first 2 years of registrations and then £61 + VAT for any subsequent 2-year renewals, this was seconded by Cllr Mrs L Page and agreed by majority with one abstention. 
158/23.		To discuss a SID sign and associated costs
The current SID – Cllr Mrs V Boote spoke to Andy Aston, and the Officers are moving the signs themselves not using an outside contractor.
Correspondence was received from County Highways, they appeared to be unclear on the locations as they thought the Parish wanted 6 SIDS installed not 6 removable posts and one SID, therefore the Chairman has replied to them to ask for them to reconsider approval.
The Officer is on leave at the moment but will return on Wednesday Diane Firkins has sent him a reminder to get back to the Council in regard to their proposed SID locations. So, an update is awaited.
159/23.		To receive the report of the Clerk 
The following items were noted:-
Parish Summitt - will be held on the Thursday 19th October – Registration and Refreshments 08:30
Welcome and Introduction 09:05 - Lunch will be provided.  
SSDC Newsletters – circulated
Smart Alerts – circulated
SPCA Bulletins - circulated

160/23.  	To agree accounts for payment and update on the bank account

The accounts for payment are detailed below:-

Clerks Wage £335.96 to be paid
Clerk HMRC £84.20 to be paid
TalkTalk £33.54 inc vat 
(will reduce to £23.95 + vat = £28.67 per month going forward with the removal of paper billing) DD
BT £65.64 inc vat final bill DD
Ground Maintenance £1025.58 inc vat to be paid
New Web site £74.00 inc vat to be paid (Sean)
Playground Inspection £90.00 inc vat to be paid
Office Consumables £8.39 inc vat to be paid

It was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr Dr R Painter to accept these accounts, and this was agreed on a vote.

Cllr Mr S Massey asked for approval from the Council to have Parish Council debit cards for the Chairman, Vice Chairman and the Clerk to be used for payments where only a card can be accepted, rather than paying for approved items on personal debit cards.  It was proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey  and seconded by Cllr Mrs V Boote to approve the  above.  On a vote it was carried by majority.

161/23.	To discuss defib training
Cllr Mrs V Boote reported that Cllr Mrs D Chandler is discussing a possible trainer from the Hospital who may be able to help with this training. This to be discussed at the next meeting.
162/23.	To receive an update on response from SCC re Wombourne Re-Cycling opening times and operations
The response below was received from SCC:-
Tim Cooper has asked me to reply to your email that you recently sent to him. Staffordshire County Council operate 14 HWRC’s across the county and a majority, as per Wombourne, are open 5 days per week and with all sites being open over the weekend, which is the busiest periods. 
 In 2016 central government changed the legislation regarding the definition of wastes and what could be charged to people using the sites for disposal of certain waste streams. Included in the definitions of waste was rubble and authorities were allowed to charge residents for its disposal via HWRC’s. As a result of this legislation Staffordshire County Council in 2016 introduced a charge of £3 per bag for rubble, a cost which has never changed.
 Kindest Regards -  Nick -  Nick Bentley Bsc (Hons) D.M.S - Operations and Service Improvement Manager, Sustainability & Waste Management Team, Postal Address: Staffordshire Place , Tipping Street, Stafford ST16 2DH
This was noted.
163/23.  	Items for future agendas, 
Items to be submitted by the 1st November to Chairman and Clerk for consideration.  
Special Expense / Closed Church yards / local heritage assets, Budget / Precept, website emails / photographs, defib training. 
Cllr Dr R Painter (having voted against the proposal in item 153/23) asked for an item on the agenda relating to speed reduction in the Parish particularly 20mph outside of the school , members felt that this item had been resolved under item 153/23 and did not need to be discussed further at this time as per that resolution.
164/23.  	Date of next meeting – Thursday 9th November 2023 at 7.15pm   
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