Minutes of Swindon Parish Council Meeting held at 7:20pm on Thursday 13th October 2022 at Swindon Community Centre

Present: Cllr Mr S Massey (Chairman), Cllr Mrs P Halford, Cllr Dr R Painter, Cllr Miss C Pratt, Cllr Mr G Fanthom, Cllr Ms D Chandler, Cllr Mr K Pincher.
 
Also present Miss J Cree–Clerk, Mrs and Mrs Hewitt, PCSO Millichip and PCSO Alexandra Rathbone.

133/22.  	Apologies for Absence.

Apologies of absence were received from Cllr Mrs V Boote (Vice Chair) and County Cllr Mrs V Wilson.

Councillor Mr James Reynolds resignation from the Council was noted.

134/22.	Declarations of Councillors’ Interest.

Cllrs Mr G Fanthom, Mrs P Halford and Mr S Massey re affirmed that having previously declared an interest as they are serving members of Swindon Community Centre.

135/22.  		To receive for confirmation and adoption, the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th July 
		2022 (copy attached).

The minutes of the meeting held on the 14th July 2022 were agreed with the following amendments: -

In line 112/22 item 128/22 should read alleged Complaint

Item 130/22 should read John Sparry and again bullet point 2 should read alleged complaint.

Item 132/22 The word Administration should be followed by (salary)

[bookmark: _Hlk116580907][bookmark: _Hlk116583062]End of the minutes should have additionally added - The Chairman reported advice from NALC and the SPCA as per the (1972 Act Schedule 12 paragraph 10(3)  the July meeting was resumed at 7.20pm on the 13th October 2022, with Cllr Mr S Massey (Chairman), Cllr Mrs P Halford, Cllr Dr R Painter, Cllr Mr G Fanthom, Cllr Ms D Chandler, Cllr Mrs V Boote (Vice Chair) and County Cllr Mrs V Wilson present and was formally closed at 7.21pm.

136/22.	To discuss and appoint co-opted councillor

It was proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey and seconded by Cllr Miss D Chandler to co-opt Mr Keith Pincher to the Parish Council.  On a vote this was carried. He duly signed his acceptance of office form and formally joined the meeting.

137/22.	To agree the filming, videoing, and audio policy for Swindon Parish Council (copy attached)

The above policy was circulated with the agenda papers and is attached as appendix 1 to these minutes.  It was proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey and seconded by Cllr Miss D Chandler to accept the policy with immediate effect.  On a vote this was carried.

138/22.		Public Participation

Standing orders were raised to enable members of the public to speak.

Mr Steven Hewitt asked for clarification on why things were recorded and the public access to these recordings, this was discussed in general terms.

Standing orders were reinstated to enable the PCSO to address the Council regarding the crime statistics and issues relating to Swindon. The District Council CCTV by the Greenman has been taken down to be updated, this should be reinstalled in Swindon for a 3 monthly period. On Tuesday Cllr Mrs V Boote will be attending a Police liaison meeting and she will raise this and report back to the next meeting.

It was noted that car crime is one of the biggest issues for the locality. 

Standing orders were raised again to enable public participation to continue.

Mr Richard Painter addressed the Council on noted that the room is renamed the Alf Robinson room and another sign, he was informed that this is in hand and he offered to pay for the sign if required.

He was concerned over the response of the Parish Council re the death of her Majesty, the Chairman reported documents will be available for members at the December meeting.

With regard to the Community Centre Management Committee, are there any terms of refence, and do they comply with charity commission requirements.  He asked for a copy of the constitution. It was noted that this is a matter for the Community Centre and is not a Parish Council matter, but the request will be forwarded to the Community Centre Committee.

139/22.  	County / District Councillors to address the Council on any matters relevant to the Parish 

County Councillor Mrs V Wilson reported on the following matters:-
· She is taking a tour of her County division in November to show people from the waste recycling centre examples of fly tipping numbers are down.  Many people don’t report it on private land, they have to remove it themselves. So this may not be a true record.  Permits are being looked at for these land owners to have them to go to the tips to free of charge.  If there are any areas to let her know. She is happy to meet any councillors on the day.
· There has been a problem with the bus service due to the roadworks, they decided to stop running and did not tell the County Council and she is waiting for an update. On Tuesday the bus stopped coming through as 2 busses got stuck, but other bus services were running.  Yesterday there were no busses at all. 
· The County are seeing real concerns over choosing heating over eating! This has not hit yet in peoples pockets. There’s concern that people will use credit cards to get by.  If anyone is in this situation or knows somebody to refer them to the County website and they are offering warm rooms at libraries and providing on trial slow cookers (for people on benefits that meet the criteria) and recipes to help them cheaply cook food.
· 187 Parish Councils they are being asked for a Community Plan to be pulled together to help ensure no one goes without a hot meal for the day. It’s a health and well being project and let Cllr Mrs V Wilson know, she will look into posters for the public.
· A Parish summit next Thursday on the 20th October, Cllr Dr R Painter will be attending.

140/22.		To note ICO registration and GDPR documents

The Clerk has registered the council with the Information Commissioners Office, and prepared documents for the Council to ensure they comply with the regulations.

The documents were noted and agreed

141/22.  	To agree accounts for payment.

The accounts for payment are detailed below:-

£   40.00            ICO registration
£  255.00          WordPress - Parish Website
£2136.61          SSDC Elections
£1002.17          SSDC Grounds Maintenance (£167.03 vat)
£ 152.07           BT Phone (£25.34 vat)
£84.00              ROSPA Play Safety (£14.00 vat)
£312.00            Administration (salary) September
£78.00              HMRC September
£312.00            Administration (salary) October
£78.00              HMRC October
£240.00		Mazars - external Audit fee

The above accounts were proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey and seconded by Cllr Mrs P Halford, on a vote these was carried.


142/22.  	To receive a report on Crime and Anti-social Behaviour.   

The Police report was circulated from the PCSO’s prior to the meeting, and the PCSO present addressed the Council in public participation agenda item. 

143/22.  	To discuss Development Applications received and planning decisions.  

[bookmark: _Hlk111192984]Decisions received up to 19th September

22/00462/COU	15A High Street Swindon 
Change the use of upstairs and downstairs of my property on Swindon High Street. Downstairs for use as a beauty salon (retrospective consent sought) and upstairs from a flat to business use - 	Application approved with conditions
22/00353/FUL 		Hinksford Garden Centre Hinksford Lane Swindon
Retrospective application for the placement of an independent food pod within the landscaping display area of OCL -  Application approved with conditions

22/00401/AMEND	Canalside High Street Swindon
			Changes to external fenestration and internal layout - Approved
22/00687/VAR		21 Hinksford Lane Swindon 
Application Reference Number: 19/00305/FUL Date of Decision: 03/07/2019

Condition Number(s): 2. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved drawings: Site Location Plan (Dwg no. 1794-01A);, Block Plan as proposed (Dwg No. 1794-13B); Plans and Elevations as proposed ( Dwg No. 1794-14B); Plans as proposed; Section A-A as proposed (Dwg No. 1794-15B) received 18/06/2019

Conditions(s) Removal:

changes to the parking and dropped kerb arrangement as the shared a dropped kerb on the original application is not the way our client wants to construct the vehicle access.
Substitute new plans for dropped kerb and parking.

Old Plan Number 1794-14B
New Plan Number 21106-01B - Approved

New applications validated 5/9

22/00812/FUL		Whitehouse Farm Whitehouse Lane Swindon Staffordshire DY3 4PE
				Relocation of Agricultural Barn. Deadline was expired so no comment made.

144/22.  	To receive an update on the cricket, bowls, and allotment leases

Finally, after a period of time the Chairman reported that on 13th September he received an email from Andrew France, the head lease had to be approved first, the previous lease has been surrendered. On the 15th September a different solicitor at SSDC (that is dealing with the club leases) and the information has been passed to the lawyer to move forward the new leases for cricket, bowls and allotments, so this is moving forward at last.

145/22.  	To receive an update and discuss grounds maintenance / repairs at the playing fields and the village / Parish / suggest improvements

The contractor has not installed the fencing hoops around the car park, therefore, further quotes have been sought, for Galvanized, powder coated or wooden fencing (wooden fencing as proposed by SSDC Andrew Aston).  The metal hoops would last longer than wooden fence.  There is a local manufacturer that can bespoke make the hoops, then these will be powder coated 1.5m long x 2ft high, so only 12 will be required. 

The costs received from the original contractor were £2000, who has not fulfilled the contract.  The powder coated hoops are £68 each and we could ask local people to fit them like the cricket club / a volunteer.  If this can’t be done we can pay a contractor to install them. The cost for the project would be £100 for materials and £816 for the hoops.  It was proposed by Cllr Dr R painter to allocate a budget of a maximum of £1200 to enable the project to go ahead, this was seconded by Cllr Mr S Massey.  On a vote this was carried. 

A planning application will need to be submitted by the Bowling Club, to install new shelters in the hedge.

No update on Manor Farm has been received, but it was noted that the bricks have been received on site, Cllr Mr K Pincher will monitor this situation, the Conservation Officer is also involved in this case.

The grass is being cut a little more by the District Council and is slightly improved. The area by the tree still needs to be cut.

There are 2 Hippo bags on the car park, as work to a property took place near by, and the Chairman as phoned the company to ask for the bags to be removed.

More plants are required for the shops.

It was agreed that the Clerk to bring costs forward for the Speed Indication Signs and Cllr Mrs V Boote will ask Maggie Quinn when Swindon will get a sign in the village.

146/22.  	To receive an update on the Community Centre  

The grass is growing on the bank well and looks much better. 

The Christmas tree is to be ordered, the Chairman has spoken to Ashwood Nurseries their cost was £95 - £120,  Highgate Farm cost was £70 - £100 and online was £90. It was proposed by Cllr Mrs P Halford and Mrs V Boote seconded to buy a Christmas tree from Highgate Farm and the Clerk will forward the link for Solar tree lights, this was agreed.  A switch on event will take place also to be confirmed.

The door to the community centre has been smashed and costs have been sought to replace it, £700 or £338 to replace it.  It was agreed to submit and insurance claim for the glass, the incident has been reported to the police for a crime number. The Parish Council can engage a contractor of choice and claim the funds back.

100 new chairs are required for the main hall and the Community Centre will pay 50% contribution to the cost. Similar to the red ones, quotes are detailed below:-

Contractor 1	£2028 inc vat
Contractor 2	£18484 inc vat
Contractor 3	£2356.80 inc vat
Contractor 4	£1964 + vat

It was proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey to set a budget of £2500 for the purchase of the chairs with a 50% donation from the Community Centre, this was seconded by Cllr Miss D Chandler. On a vote this was agreed.

It was proposed by Cllr Mrs V Boote and seconded by Cllr Miss D Chandler to get a painter to paint the doors from red to blue by a professional painter / decorator, and doors need to be repaired by a carpenter. Costs to be brought to the next meeting to agree a budget and expenditure for this works.

An alarm and CCTV are required for the building, and the sensor fixed on the outside light.  The Clerk, Cllr Mrs V Boote and Cllr Mrs P Halford will get quotes for the CCTV / alarm.

Cllr Mrs S Massey proposed that the Community Centre Committee can go ahead and purchase the carpet in the foyer and this will be paid for by the Committee with a suitable quality carpet.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs V Boote seconded this, and on a vote this was agreed.




147/22.		Clerks Report 

Correspondence received and to note:-

· Completion of audit documents circulated with agenda papers
· An email explaining the new policing model
· Details on NALCS Civility and Respect project
· Elections for a new member will take place on the 21st July cost for the election are anticipated at £2598.33..
· A further vacancy has arisen this has been advertised, if a further election is not called then this seat can be filled by co-option.
· Documents circulated for Sedgley Road Traffic Calming scheme
· Correspondence relating to road patching the A449 circulated.
· PCC asking for comments on policing deadline 26th June , sent to all members via email.
· Request to use the football pitch, the Clerk took advice from the Chairman and reported that the pitch is booked out to another club.
· Fly tipping presentation circulated from Andy Aston
· Complaint received re Noise at the Greenman Public house, responded and put them in touch with SSDC as they are the authority to deal with this type of complaint.
· Play area inspections will take place in August.
· FOI Request referred to the County Council
· The bowling Club asked me to raise with Ryan at SSDC their request to remove part of the hedge to enable a planning application to be submitted for new shelters for the players.  I have spoken to him and he is looking at the header lease to see if there are any restrictions, but he did not think that there were.  He apologised and thought he had answered them directly.

148/22.	To discuss the proposal from Cllr Dr R Painter to reduce the speed limit from 60mph to 40mph on the Wombourne Road.

Clarification on the process was requested from SCC and the response is below:-
Hi Victoria

I am happy to pick up this email that Cllr Massey has kindly copied me into.

His comments are correct, guidance on speed limits is provided by the Department for Transport and they stipulate that speed limits should be evidence led.  30 mph limits should be used for urban roads, and single carriageway rural roads 60 mph.

Our records identify only one personal injury accident over the last 10 years, therefore we have little justification for the speed limit on this road to be reduced. 

Speed limits should be provided for drivers as advisory and not a guidance for the speed at which they should travel, the majority of rural single carriageway roads are derestricted.  

We do not have the evidence for this road to be considered for lowering the speed limit, and should this be considered it could lead to a proliferation of other requests where we also have very little evidence for such justification.

Our limited road safety resources is used on areas where we have known patterns of personal injury collisions where we can target and identify engineering measures that may prevent future collisions, therefore we are targeting our funding at improving these locations to ensure we keep the roads throughout Staffordshire as safe as they can possibly be.

I hope this information assist with your enquiry.

Kind regards
Diane Firkins”

Cllr Mrs V Wilson gave an update on the process of speed limit reductions requests, she would be asked to support this financially. But she has limited funds for any works for all of her Parishes. Incidents on a road can be looked at via crash mat, there is no breakdown of why and there’s no exact data.

Some members expressed their concerns on how do we as a Council choose one road over another., if Wombourne Road was reduced what about Hinksford Lanes.

Cllr Dr R Painter proposed that the Parish Council support the speed limit being reduced to 30mph on Wombourne Road for community safety for the school, and get costs for this reduction from the County Council. This was seconded by Cllr Mr K Pincher, on a vote it was carried.

149/22.		To discuss the publication of the next newsletter

The Newsletter is due at Christmas time, it was proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey that Cllr Mr K Pincher will work with Cllr Mr G Fanthom on the newsletter, this was seconded by Cllr Mrs V Boote, on a vote this was agreed.

150/22.		To agree the representative on the Wombourne and Swindon Relief Charity

Cllr Dr R Painter put his name forward for this position but this was not supported.

It was proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey to have Mrs B Wood to attend the meetings and report back, this was seconded by Cllr Mrs D Halford, on a vote was carried.

151/22.		Members reports from Outside bodies 

Cllr Dr R Painter attended the meeting - Wolverhampton Airport Consultative Committee, there is still traffic issues for Swindon, and the planning application for 100 homes is still awaited.  

Cllr Dr R Painter attended a school governors meeting, and he reported back that the school would welcome a speed reduction on the road by the school.  They discussed cases of concerns within the school attendees. The school newsletter content could be included in the Parish Council Newsletter.

Cllr Mrs V Boote is attending the Police Liaison meeting and will report back to the Council at the next meeting.

152/22.		To discuss social media practice 

There are several Facebook pages that posts can be put on, so no further media pages are not required.

153/22.  	Items for future agendas

Response to her Majesty Death; budget / precept 2023/24; Duty to Co-operate and Code of Conduct (Cllr Dr R Painter to provide information for the agenda item) 
Any items to be submitted by the 31st October 2022 to Chairman and Clerk for consideration. 
 
154/22.  	Date of next meeting – 10th November 2022 at 7.15pm   
  
Meeting closed at 9.40pm.








Appendix 1 to the minutes of Swindon Parish Council held on the 13th October 2022

	SWINDON PARISH COUNCIL 
swindonparishcouncil@btconnect.com  
Tel: 01384 400660  
www.swindonparishcouncil.org  
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Filming. Videoing, Photography and Audio Recording at Council Meetings policy

The Council, members of the public and the press may record / film / photograph or broadcast this meeting when the press and the public are not lawfully excluded.

Any member of the public who attends a meeting and objects to being filmed should advise the Clerk (in advance) who will instruct that they are not to be included in the filming.

Members of the public speaking at or attending the meeting must not be filmed if they have indicated that they do not wish to be included.

Recording and reporting of the Council’s meetings is subject to the law and it is the responsibility of those doing the recording and reporting to ensure compliance.  This will include the Human Rights Act, Data Protection Act and the laws of libel and defamation.

The Chairman of the meeting will have absolute discretion to terminate or suspend any of the above activities if, in his / her opinion, continuing to do so would prejudice the ruining of the meeting.

Recording may only take place at the points indicated in the plan below.

8th September 2022
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Swindon Parish Council

Positions permitted for Councilors / members of the Public to set up recording equipment. There are
two locations in the main hall, one or the other to be used not both.
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