Minutes of Swindon Parish Council Meeting held at 7:15pm on Thursday 10th November 2022 at Swindon Community Centre

Present: Cllr Mr S Massey (Chairman), Cllr Mrs P Halford, Cllr Miss C Pratt, Cllr Dr R Painter, Cllr Mr G Fanthom, Cllr Ms D Chandler, Cllr Mr K Pincher.
 
Also present Mrs J Cree–Clerk, PCSO Paula Wilkes, PC Adrian ?????? Mrs B Wood and Mrs C Hewitt.

155/22.  	Apologies for Absence.

Apologies of absence were received from Cllr Mrs V Boote (Vice Chair) and County Cllr Mrs V Wilson.

156/22.	Declarations of Councillors’ Interest.

Cllrs Mr G Fanthom, Mrs P Halford and Mr S Massey re affirmed that having previously declared an interest as they are serving members of Swindon Community Centre.

Cllr K Pincher Declared his interests as he has only just submitted his pecuniary interest form.

157/22.  	To receive a report on Crime and Anti-social Behaviour.   

The Police report was circulated from the PCSO’s prior to the meeting. PCSO Paula Wilkes explained the report and answered questions in relation to the statistics.

The Officers present asked for the Council to put car security information / advice on the social media platform, asking people to look at products / ways to protect vehicles and property. The Clerk asked for posters / information to use for this purpose.

The Chairman reported on the CCTV/SIDS as below: -

	Please see below info from Maggie Quinn:

The CCTV is going to be located on the lamppost opposite the Old Bush, outside the off licence. All the CCTV is to be in the location for 3 months, then data will be reviewed to take the decision to either leave it for a further 3 months or redeploy it.   If the Parish Council would like a permanent CCTV, then they will need to purchase a camera themselves.  

The lamppost by the Old Bush is still not working, and Cllr Dr R Painter reported that he had asked if the camera was to go back in its original location and Cllr R Lees and Maggie Quinn said it would not be going back to there on the post but was to go onto the wall of the pub.  This is to be clarified.

If the Parish Council would like a permanent CCTV then the Council would have to buy one  (from the SSDC supplier) which could be incorporated into the police system for approximately £4000 plus £300 for fitting. The camera would be covered by the Council’s GDPR policy through their Data Controller.

A simpler record only camera could be purchased for a cost of £500.

It was agreed to wait for the District Council camera on the shops (date to be sought from Maggie Quinn) are and review the success of the camera and look at discussing this after that time.

With regard to the SID signs, there are currently 19 poles erected by the District Council to be used for the signs, but I don’t think there’s one in Swindon.

The District Council have 5 SID signs (one for each locality) but if the parish would like the SID in the village the option is to buy a pole and then a SID will be placed on rotation on a monthly basis so it won’t be permanent or if you talk to the County Councillor, they can link into the County Highways who might be able to assist the parish in their discussions about a permanent SID in the village.

The Chairman replied to this email, stating that there is a pole in Swindon previously used for a SID that can be used immediately.

Cllr Mrs V Boote spoke to Maggie Quinn and Swindon does not have a dedicated pole.   The pole used last time cannot now be used and poles that were installed in 2019 were black and as previously reported one was not installed at Swindon, so this needs to be looked at. Mark Keeling has responded that he has not got a record of a pole for a SID either in Swindon, it would be better to move the 20’s plenty sign to the school sign and use this pole by the school for a SID.  The Chairman will take this further and report back.

158/22.  		To receive for confirmation and adoption, the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th October 2022 (copy attached).

The minutes of the meeting held on the 13th October 2022 were agreed, this was proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey and seconded by Cllr Mrs P Halford.

[bookmark: _Hlk111192569]159/22.  	County / District Councillors to address the Council on any matters relevant to the Parish 

County Councillor Mrs V Wilson sent her apologies for the meeting.

160/22.  	To agree accounts for payment.

The accounts for payment are detailed below: -

£125.00 Insurance Excess
			£312.00 Administration (salary) November
			£78.00 HMRC November
			£2028.00 Chairs inc VAT £338.00
			£730.80 Accurate Section Benders (Playing Field Hoops) inc VAT £121.80	
			£60.00	Christmas Tree Highgate Farm
			
Incoming
			£ 155.24 British Gas refund
			£500.00 Trysull Tigers Playing field hire			
			£845.00 Community Centre towards Chairs

The above accounts were proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey and seconded by Cllr Mrs P Halford; on a vote these were carried.

161/22.  	To discuss Development Applications received and planning decisions.  

The following decisions were noted: -

	Application Number:
	20/00893/OUT - refused

	Proposed:
	Mixed use development comprising the erection of three new hangar buildings, the refurbishment of existing airport infrastructure, the provision of new hard standing for external plane and fuel tanker parking, additional grassed informal plane parking; the demolition of up to 7 existing single storey commercial / retail buildings and the erection of new / replacement commercial / retail / community and, the erection of 112 dwellings as enabling development (all matters apart from access reserved)

	At:
	Wolverhampton Business Airport Crab Lane Bobbington STOURBRIDGE DY7 5DY  



22/00812/FUL		Whitehouse Farm Whitehouse Lane Swindon 
				Erection of an agricultural building
Status	Application approved with conditions
To 31/10

Live Planning Applications received are detailed below: -

22/01004/FUL		Quarry Cottages Bridgnorth Road Swindon
Retention of brick walls, gates and timber fencing

22/00818/FUL		Swindon Golf Club, Bridgnorth Road, Swindon 
Erection of grounds maintenance building.

There were no comments to be sent on either of the applications.

162/22.		To set a precept and associated budget for 2023/4

The Clerk circulated to members budget comparison figures for 2021-22 and for this financial year so far with projected expenditure figures to the 31st March 2023.  This was so members could see income and expenditure for that time period in more detail and make an informed decision in relation to the precept for 2023/24.

It was proposed by Cllr DR R Painter that the precept remains at its current level of £18200 for the year for 2023/24, this was seconded by Cllr Mr G Fanthom and on a vote was carried.

The Clerk to inform the District Council of the precept levy request for 2023/24.

163/22.  	To receive an update on the cricket, bowls, and allotment leases     

The Chairman update members with regard to the leases, the Solicitors Email Received from the District Councillors legal department representative Andrew France is detailed below: -
  
	“Good evening, Sean

I have spoken to our legal team, and I am now able to confirm that this matter is in hand. Emma Jones is dealing with the Surrender of the existing lease and the new head lease to the Parish, Rebecca Hill is preparing the disposal Notices under Section 123 of the Local Government Act 1972 for the playing fields which are classed as Public Open space. Waheed Rahman is preparing the under leases to the community groups and they will provide you with updates in due course. I trust this meets with your approval.

Kind regards
Andrew France

Senior Estates Surveyor”

This was noted and it is hopeful that the leases will be issued in the very near future.

164/22.  	To receive an update and discuss grounds maintenance / repairs at the playing fields and the village / Parish / suggest improvements

The Chairman reported that the Hoops for around the carpark have been ordered and are in production.

[bookmark: _Hlk119089376]Members thanked Cllrs Mrs P Halford, Mrs V Boote and Miss D Chandler for their work refreshing the village planters, and thanks to both T H & G Wenlock (Blackhill Nurseries) and Ashwood Nurseries for their kind donations of Plants. Thanks to the generosity of local businesses, we have not paid for plants to 18mths, and this is greatly appreciated. This will be mentioned in the newsletter and signage will be placed in the shops noticeboard acknowledging the kind donations.

The Christmas tree has been ordered at a cost of £60 from Highgate Christmas Tree Farm.

Concern was expressed over the ground’s maintenance contract for the Parish with the District Council, however, it was noted that there is not a signed contract in place for the service that is received currently form the District Council.

The Parish can prepare a grounds maintenance specification and go to competitive tender for the works they are currently paying for, the Charman to prepare a draft schedule using the details from the invoices of the work covered at the present time by the District Council.  The Clerk will ask other local parishes who they use and costs for work undertaken for comparison purposes.

The Chairman will summarise the service provided by SSDC currently and bring this to the next meeting for further discussion.

The Chairman asked if there are any other projects for the future, there were none at this time. 

Concern was expressed over the Housing Association not undertaking work to trees and these are now overdue for works to cut them back, this has been promised for the last 3 years.  It was agreed that the Chairman will contact the local Housing Association contact as a matter of urgency.

165/22.  	To receive an update on the Community Centre  

As previously discussed the quotes for the Foyer Carpet are detailed below:-

	£1358.00 + vat Advanced Flooring Solutions (who did Dance Floor)
	£1400.00 + vat Hamp Flooring
£1700 + VAT Verbal quote 
The Community centre will donate 50% towards cost with funds raised from hiring the centre.

It was proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey and seconded by Cllr Mrs D Chandler to set a budget of £1500 to replace the carpet, samples will be obtained before ordering the carpet.  On a vote this was agreed.

With regard to the CCTV - 2 further Quotes for the Alarm / CCTV for the centre are awaited. This was deferred to the next meeting.

A Warm Places Application form for a Grant has been submitted to South Staffordshire District Council for the sum of £1000 for the Community Centre and the URC within the Parish.
		
166/22.		Clerks Report

The Clerks report items are detailed below:-

· Rough sleepers survey
· Local plan correspondence from Penn and response from SSDC (emailed to members)
· Avian flu information from SSDC
· No election called so co-option notice has been posted on website
· Information on use of covert cameras from SSDC (emailed to members)
· Email informing of Kinver Neighbourhood Plan
· Housing Plus Group Annual Report
· SPCA Civility and respect final draft model

This was noted.

167/22.		To receive an update on the publication of the next newsletter

Cllrs Mr G Fanthom reported that he (and working with Cllr Mr K Pincher) had enough content for the newsletter and they are looking for a list of events for the Christmas period from the Community.  Cllr Mr K Pincher circulated a request to all organisations asking for news from the local organisations for the newsletter

The content included provisionally is:-

· Improvements of the are before and after photos, 
· Updates on what the Parish Council have been doing, and the cricket club have submitted something. 
· Cllr Dr R Painter suggested including request from the police re safety / security for cars and homes. 
· The community centre is having a community event to switch on the lights, details to be confirmed.  

It is hoped to have the newsletter published by the end of the month, for distribution as soon as possible, a draft will be distributed for members to make comments before it is printed within the next week.

168/22.		Response to her Majesty’s Death

The Chairman reported that it’s been suggested that Swindon Parish Council fell short of their response following the death of HRH the Queen, the proposed policy circulated by the Chairman with the agenda papers is a document which should have been in place for Swindon Parish Council prior to her death to provide guidance in such an event, however as most will be aware no such document existed.

Cllr Dr R Painter reported that the London Bridge protocol was distributed by the SPCA, on the 8th September, in his opinion the Parish Council should have used the expertise from within the Parish Council at that time.
 
Members briefly looked at the policy and it was agreed that Cllr Dr R Painter will make minor amendments to the document prepared by the Chairman as a policy for this Council to adopt and bring this back to the next meeting.

169/22.		Duty to Co-operate and Code of Conduct (Cllr Dr R Painter to provide information for the agenda before the 31st October on this item

Cllr DR R Painter sent the email below which was the basis of this agenda item:-
“I requested the item ‘Duty to Cooperate and Code of Conduct’ as there is a need to consider the stance of SPC on the matter.
Two cllrs resigned from SPC stating, among other things, a lack of cooperation and their belief of the existence of a 2-tier SPC whereby some cllrs are treated differently to others. If evidence were required of this, then recent emails from Cllr Fanthom dated 23 Oct 22 @ 1223 and 24 Oct 22 @ 2024 are ample evidence of a failure to cooperate and a breach of the code of conduct by direct discrimination against me by not including me in the distribution list.
Personal comments continue to be made at SPC meetings that are derogatory which also fails to support what is expected from cllrs.
In summary, discussion is required on the way forward and whether SPC is content with what is happening. Hence the reason for the matter being an agenda item.
Regards”
The Chairman reported that he disagreed that there is a 2 Tier Council, everything that the Clerk sends is sent to all Parish Councillors. The current Council are transparent.  He as Chairman cannot control the actions of individual Cllrs and anyone with concerns over the conduct of individual members should progress this further using the Code of Conduct and should approach the Monitoring Officer at South Staffordshire District Council.

170/22.	To discuss the consultation from SSDC on Polling stations

It was noted that there are no proposed changes to Swindon polling stations, therefore Swindon is unaffected. However, it was noted that the District Owned Hinksford Office which is used for elections was charged at a cost of £100 for the last election. The Clerk will query why they charged for use of their own facilities and report back.  


171/22.		Members reports from Outside bodies 

Cllr Dr R Painter reported that he recently attended the Airport meeting. As previous reported their planning application was refused by an Officers decision at South Staffordshire District Council.  They are increasing the number of planes using the airport and these are of a heritage nature and they are also opening the third runway.

172/22.  	Items for future agendas (to be submitted by the 30th November 2022 to Chairman and Clerk for consideration)  

Items to be with the Clerk by the 30th November - Local plan response by the Parish Council.

173/22.  	Date of next meeting – 8th December 2022 at 7.15pm   
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