Minutes of Swindon Parish Council Meeting held at 7:15pm on Thursday 12th January 2023 at Swindon Community Centre

Present: Cllr Mr S Massey (Chairman), Mrs V Boote (Vice Chair), Cllr Mrs P Halford, Cllr Miss C Pratt, Cllr Dr R Painter, Cllr Ms D Chandler, Cllr Mr K Pincher, Cllr Mr S Hewitt and Cllr Mr G Fanthom. 
 
Also present Mrs J Cree–Clerk and PCSO Paula Wilkes.

1/23.  	Apologies for Absence 

An apology of absence was received from Cllr County Cllr Mrs V Wilson. 

2/23.	  	To receive a report on Crime and Anti-social Behaviour.   

The Police report was circulated from the PCSO’s prior to the meeting. PCSO Paula Wilkes ran through the data with members. This was noted.

It was noted that on the 21st January at Bridgnorth there is an event for marking tack etc which is open to South Staffordshire and West Mercia residents.

3/23.	Declarations of Councillors’ Interest.

Cllrs Mr G Fanthom, Mrs P Halford and Mr S Massey re affirmed that having previously declared an interest as they are serving members of Swindon Community Centre.

The Cllr Mr S Massey declared a pecuniary interest in relation to the planning application 22/001151/PIP, he took no part in the discussion, debate or decision on this matter.

4/23.  		To receive for confirmation and adoption, the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th December 2022 (copy attached).

The minutes of the meeting held on the 8th December 2022 were agreed, this was proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey and seconded by Cllr Ms D Chandler. On a vote they were agreed.

5/23.  	County / District Councillors to address the Council on any matters relevant to the Parish 

County Cllr Victoria Wilson not attending as she is away on a training course. 

It was reported that there is a large pot hole by the Mile Flat, Cllr Dr R Painter sent an email to County Cllr Mrs V Wilson, and the Highways have responded saying that there is no immediate risk to the public so its non-urgent.  There are also 2 further holes on the opposite side of the road. This to be reported again to County Cllr Mrs V Wilson.

It was agreed to ask for an update in relation to the lowering of the speed limits on the 2 roads in Swindon from her also.

6/23.	  	To agree accounts for payment.

The accounts for payment are detailed below: -

Clerks Wages January		 £336.16
HMRC	January			 £84.00
BT 	         			 £147.75 ( £24.62 VAT)
Steve Yates 			 £175.20 ( £29.20 VAT) Flood light Community Centre, Insurers to reimburse 
Advanced Flooring		 £1629.60 ( £271.60 VAT) Foyer carpet SCCMC to contribute 50% £639.00

It  was proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey and seconded by Cllr Mrs P Halford to accept the accounts for payment, and on a vote was agreed.

7/23.		Local Plan – Future Development in Swindon.

Cllr Dr R Painter reported that the stance of SPC regards future development in Swindon has not been established. SPC has a duty to represent the community and provide leadership on the matter. The stance of SPC regards future development needs to be defined and established. This agenda item will provide a much-needed opportunity to establish the stance and enable it to be communicated to the community. This does not conflict with any comments submitted to SSDC concerning the proposed Local Plan consultation and is not affected by any review of the proposed Plan. If anything, the Local Plan consultation has highlighted the need to define and establish the stance of SPC regards future development in Swindon.

Cllr Dr R Painter proposed that Swindon Parish Council accepts and recognises the local plan as a legal document.  This did not receive a seconder.

Cllr Mrs V Boote proposed and Cllr Mrs P Halford seconded that Swindon Parish Council rejects the current local plan as a legal document, on a vote this was agreed, with 1 vote against.  Previously during the SAD process, the new homes on Himley Lane were not taken off the total proposed numbers in the 2028 plan, and Swindon Council has been opposed to any further development in the Greenbelt and would support brownfield sites for development.
 
8/23.	  	To discuss Development Applications received and planning decisions.  

The following decisions were noted: -

22/00818/FUL	Swindon Golf Club Bridgnorth Road Swindon Staffordshire DY3 4PU
			Erection of grounds maintenance building.
Decision	REFUSE

22/01096/COU 	Smestow Grange Farm Smestow Road Swindon 
Proposed change of use from agricultural land (horse grazing) to provide a recreational dog park with training area.
Decision	APPROVED

22/01004/FUL	Quarry Cottage, Bridgnorth Road, Swindon, Retention of brick walls, gates and timber fencing
Decision 	REFUSED

22/00401/AMEND	Canalside High Street Swindon
			Changes to external fenestration and internal layout 
Decision	APPROVED

New Applications

22/001151/PIP	SAD site 313 Land North of Himley Lane, Himley - Permission in principal for 9 dwellings

Concern was expressed with regard to the timing of this application, in the email from SSDC on the 23rd December indicating comments to be received by 6/1/23, given the holiday period this would have been near impossible. SSDC advised that letters had been sent to neighbouring residents (17 in total) only 4 properties had received this letter.

Following conversations with the Local Planning Team Officer Laura Moon the deadline for comments has been extended until the 20th January  2023




It was proposed by Cllr Mr G Fanthom and seconded by Cllr Mr K Pincher to recommend refusal on the following grounds that:-

· There is poor access into village, access road is insufficient to deal with an increased level of traffic from additional dwellings
· Himley Lane dangerous and narrow – limited possibility to widen
· Unable to provide pavement into village on both sides of Himley lane due to Manor Farm
· Small development will not deliver mixture of housing to include affordable homes, 2- and 3-bedrooms homes and bungalows built to the highest standards
· Intrusion into privacy for current residents, loss of light
· Extra Traffic
· Traffic survey required 
· Entrance into application site needs to be confirmed so that splay angles and viewing distances can be given appropriate consideration by Highways, currently it is not known where the site would be accessed.
· Wildlife study required as the roosting bats in the barn do not appear to have been given any consideration

The site would not be acceptable unless all homes are built to the east of the site giving a clear break from other properties and the roads adopted by the Staffordshire County Council and the road Himley Lane is widened and a foot path provided both sides to provide safe access into the village centre. The site would not be acceptable for any additional properties subject to this application 22/01151/PIP should that number exceed the number indicated in the application.

Therefore the maximum number of houses if the application is approved should be set at a maximum of 9, and take into account all of the issues detailed above and incorporate solutions into the planning decision.

This was carried with a majority.

8/23.	  	To receive an update on the cricket, bowls, and allotment leases     

The Chairman reported that SSDC are in process of contacting cricket, bowls, and allotment groups to request details of their solicitors, therefore this is ongoing.

9/23.  	To receive an update and discuss grounds maintenance / repairs at the playing fields and the village Parish / suggest improvements

Cllr Mrs V Boote reported she is awaiting for CCTV information from Maggie Quinn and quotes from a private company.

The Chairman reported that grounds maintenance review is ongoing as Chairman has not had time to complete the document, but will do so for the next meeting.

Cllr Mr G Fanthom reported that the hoops are virtually ready to be powder coated and he will progress as soon as possible.

Members thanked Cllr Mr S Hewitt for promptly repairing the planter by the Church.

Cllr Dr R Painter reported that the website news feed needs to be updated with more up to date news. Cllr Mr K Pincher reported he has been working on the website to update it, and is in the process of archiving old news feeds and will be updating the news feed when this has been completed.

Cllr Ms D Chandler reported that the trees have been cut back by the Housing Association not removed as there is a metal chain link fence in the way.




10/23.	  	To receive an update on the Community Centre and make any decisions as required

The Chairman reported that the newly planted Christmas tree has been added to The Queen’s Green Canopy map and can now be viewed online. It was agreed to purchase a plaque to commemorate the planting of the tree on the building, that’s A5 size and a cost of £42.00 which is a stainless Steel finish, the manufacturers are the Workshop Aberfeldy, Charity to help bridge between education and employment for young people in Highland Perthshire, helps with mental health challenges to physical disabilities.

11/23.		Clerks Report

The Clerks report items are detailed below:-

Open letter from Lower Penn on the Local Plan
SPCA Monthly bulletin
Local plan response from Swindon Council

These was noted.

12/23.		To Discuss Closed Churchyards – Special Expense and Future Maintenance  

To Discuss the Closed Churchyards – Special Expense and Future Maintenance    

In October 2019 a decision was taken by SSDC to impose a ‘special expense’ in order to fund any one-off costs identified to maintain closed churchyards that have become the responsibility of SSDC.

Section 35 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 allows different amounts of council tax to be calculated for different locations to enable any costs to be passed directly to those residents living locally to the closed churchyard in question. There is no limit to any costs that may be passed to the residents and SSDC have not imposed a cap on what could be considered an unacceptable cost.

At Kinver there is an issue with their church wall and the additional council tax for a band a property is £30 through to £80 for high band properties per year for 2024/25.

The cost of liability associated with boundary walls and structures within a closed churchyard are included and can be extremely high. As a relatively recent example, total cost for repairs to a collapsed church retaining wall at St John’s church was approximately £80,000 that would have resulted in a one-off cost to local residents of £129 per property assuming 620 properties in Swindon. A parish with more properties would see a decreased one-off cost for that amount.

SSDC commissioned an initial series of professional reports to identify any remedial tree works, and structural / buildings works that were necessary to bring each closed churchyard site up to a ‘safe’ standard. Details of such reports for St John’s church have not been provided, or the process by which any future work would be agreed or managed.

The special expense needs to be considered and SPC need to agree a response to SSDC regarding the special expense, including unacceptable costs, provision of surveys and communication of the scheme to residents.

Cllr Dr R Painter proposed that Swindon Parish Council request a copy of the surveys in relation to the church yard from when they took over the church yard, this was seconded by Cllr Mr S Massey on a vote this was carried. If the information is not fourth coming the Clerk will submit a FOI request for the information.

14/23.		Members reports from Outside bodies 

None were reported.

15/23.  	Items for future agendas 

To be submitted by the 1st February 2023 to Chairman and Clerk for consideration.

16/23.	  	Date of next meeting – 9th February 2023 at 7.15pm   
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