Minutes of Swindon Parish Council Meeting held at 7:15pm on Thursday 9th February 2023 at Swindon Community Centre

Present: Cllr Mr S Massey (Chairman), Mrs V Boote (Vice Chair), Cllr Mrs P Halford, Cllr Miss C Pratt, Cllr Dr R Painter, Cllr Ms D Chandler, Cllr Mr K Pincher, Cllr Mr S Hewitt and Cllr Mr G Fanthom. 
 
Also present Mrs J Cree –Clerk and PC Millichap.                                        .

17/23.  	Apologies for Absence 

An apology of absence was received from Cllr County Cllr Mrs V Wilson. 

[bookmark: _Hlk111192569]18/23.	Declarations of Councillors’ Interest.

Cllrs Mr G Fanthom, Mrs P Halford and Mr S Massey re affirmed that having previously declared an interest as they are serving members of Swindon Community Centre.

Cllr S Hewitt declared a prejudicial interest in relation to planning application 23/00007/TTREE.

19/23.	  	To receive a report on Crime and Anti-social Behaviour.   

The Police report was circulated from the PCSO’s prior to the meeting. PCSO Millichap ran through the report, and he reported that they had been working to highlight rural crime with West Mercia. Operation BORMAS focusing on vehicle crime is South Staffordshire and has been successful so far.   He is being trained to use the Speed Device and will be out with the Community Speed-watch. In Shropshire Smartwater is being given to mark defibs, he will find out if South Staffordshire Police will do the same.

Project WIDEN – Cllr S Hewitt reported that in some of the newsletter this project has been mentioned. It seems to suggest basic security should be adopted by residents such as, have lights on timers, keep door locks etc.  He asked PCSO Millichap if Neighbourhood Watch effective? Is there a scheme in Swindon?  The Smart alerts do mimic part of the Neighbourhood Watch but the traditional method he believed to be more effective.  It was agreed that Cllr Mr S Hewitt will speak to the Co-ordinator in Wombourne and report back to the next meeting.

20/23.  		To receive for confirmation and adoption, the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th January 2023 (copy attached).

The minutes of the meeting held on the 12th January 2023 were agreed with the following exceptions:-

7/23. 	Should read - Cllr Mrs V Boote proposed and Cllr Mrs P Halford seconded that Swindon Parish Council rejects the current local plan as a legal document, on a vote this was agreed by majority.

The application response below should read:-

22/001151/PIP	SAD site 313 Land North of Himley Lane, Himley - Permission in principal for 9 dwellings

Concern was expressed with regard to the timing of this application, in the email from SSDC on the 23rd December indicating comments to be received by 6/1/23, given the holiday period this would have been near impossible. SSDC advised that letters had been sent to neighbouring residents (17 in total) only 4 properties had received this letter.

Following conversations with the Local Planning Team Officer Laura Moon the deadline for comments has been extended until the 20th January 2023

It was proposed by Cllr Mr G Fanthom and seconded by Cllr Mr K Pincher to recommend refusal.   This was carried with a majority. (it was noted the detailed response was sent directly to SSDC)

This minutes with the amendments above were proposed by Cllr Mrs V Boote and seconded by Cllr Mr S Massey. On a vote they were agreed.

21//23.  	County / District Councillors to address the Council on any matters relevant to the Parish 

County Cllr Victoria Wilson not in attendance, and an update was agreed to be requested on the proposed speed limit changes in the Parish.

22/23.	  	To agree accounts for payment.

The accounts for payment are detailed below: -

£336.16	Clerks Wages February	 
£  84.00	HMRC	February	
£  10.00 	Plaque for door Alf Robinson Room
	£250.00	Bowling Club (Gate locking)
£250.00	Cricket Club (Gate locking)

It was proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey and seconded by Cllr Mrs V Boote to accept the accounts for payment, and on a vote this was agreed.

23/23.	  	To discuss Development Applications received and planning decisions.  

[bookmark: _Hlk126827560]New Applications
23/00047/FULHH	1 Quarry Cottages, Bridgnorth Road, Swindon
				Proposed double pitch roofed front porch - No comment

23/00007/TTREE	Miller House Wombourne Road Swindon
TPO No. 14/00269/TPO: T1, Betula spp. (Birch) - Crown lift to 3 metres
and cut back from road by 1 metre. T2, Quercus spp. (Oak) - Crown
reduction on roadside by up to 2.5 metres. T3, Fagus spp. (Beech) -
Crown reduction back from substation access by up to 2 metres - No Comment

Application Withdrawn
22/001151/PIP	SAD site 313 Land North of Himley Lane, Himley - Permission in principle for 9 dwellings

Planning decisions
22/01096/COU	Smestow Grange Farm Smestow Road Swindon 
Proposed change of use from agricultural land (horse grazing) to provide a recreational dog park  
Decision	APPROVE Subject to Conditions

22/01124/FUL	9 Winston Road Swindon
Retention of existing conservatory
Decision 	Application approved with conditions

22/01118/TREE 40 Winston Road – 2 large breech trees – application approved and trees have been felled.

Dog training area application has been passed but the times have been altered (not now a 6am start).

24/23.	  	To receive an update on the cricket, bowls, and allotment leases     

Ongoing – District now in discussions with Cricket, Bowls and allotment groups. This was noted.

25/23.  	To receive an update and discuss grounds maintenance / repairs at the playing fields and the village Parish / suggest improvements

No update this month on the grounds maintenance and this will be deferred to the next meeting.

The high level barrier at Hinksford Lane playing fields has finally received the modification required to making locking it in the open position possible for people of different heights

Brooklands, correspondence received now totals 4 residents – the Chairman has taken the issue up with Cllr Roger Lees who has agreed to revisit this problem with Homes Plus in an attempt to seek clarity once and for all.

The Close road surface and pavements are also in need of attention and has not been looked at to date.

Cllr Mrs V Boote reported that she is awaiting for information from Mrs M Quinn in relation to the SID that is going to be located in Swindon on a temporary basis.

Cllr Dr R Painter proposed that Swindon Parish Council purchase a SID sign at a cost of £2600, to be located on the SSDC pole, it was seconded by Cllr Mrs C Pratt, this motion failed to receive a majority on a vote.

Cllr Mr K Pincher has made improvements to website, and members thanked hm for his work.

The fencing hoops are awaiting to be galvanised, Cllr Mr G Fanthom is in the process of preparing them for galvanising.

CCTV / Alarm quotes for CC, it was agreed to get a third quote and the Chairman will progress this further for the next meeting.

26/23.	  	To receive an update on the Community Centre and make any decisions as required

Cllr Mrs P Halford reported that feedback on the improvements has been positive, the toilets need to be refurbished and this is being looked into.  A new hand drier is being fitted and in a new location in the ladies toilet away from the door.  It was noted that a contractor had been in to look at the works required and had commented that the hot water heaters needs to be changed urgently as the water temperature is too high.

The terms and conditions of the hiring of the community centre is being looked at by the Community Centre and will be brought forward to the Parish Council for discussion.  The Clerk will try to get some examples of hiring forms from other halls for the next meeting.

27/23.		Clerks Report

Election Correspondence from SSDC
SSDC asked if Councils would like to bulk buy dog poo bags at a cost of £25 per 1000 the holders are £140 + VAT + Postage
Correspondence from a resident from Brooklands re the road surface and adopting the road
Kinver Regulation 16 Neighbourhood Plan consultation
Parish Summit to be held on Friday 10th February 2023
No correspondence received on the church wall inspection reports – the Clerk will submit an FOI immediately.

28/23.		To note the new requirements relating to ID for voting for the May elections 

It was noted that when the elections are taking place across England on 4 May. You’ll need to bring photo ID to vote at a polling station.  Check if your ID is accepted [image: ⬇️] using the link below.
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter/voter-

You can apply for ID online, also out of date documents can be used i.e. if a passport has expired or the resident could apply for a postal vote.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs V Boote and seconded by Cllr Mr K Pincher to produce a  mini newsletter to be completed before the elections, put information on the website and noticeboards. On a vote this was agreed.



29/23.		To discuss the Coronation of King Charles III in May 2023

It was noted that in Wallheath / Kingswinford there is a large parade taking place.

It was agreed to make the Community Centre available, if its required over the weekend if the weather is bad on the day for people to use it for their street parties.  Bunting will be put up around the village and planters will be planted up ready.  This will also be in the mini newsletter.

30/23.		To discuss the reforms to the National Planning Policy Consultation 

The Clerk circulated a summary document to members prior to the meeting.  This was noted.

31/23.		To discuss making a statement to continue to support the Ukraine.

It was proposed by Cllr Dr R Painter to make the following statement and put this on the website also:-  
Swindon Parish Council are steadfast in our solidarity with Ukraine, and reaffirm our unwavering commitment to support the people of Ukraine in their courageous defence of their country’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, and in their fight for a peaceful, prosperous and democratic future. Slava Ukraini!
This was agreed.

32/23.		To receive the Bank Reconciliation to the 4th January 2023

The bank reconciliation up to the 4th January is attached as appendix 1 to these minutes. This was noted.

33/23.		Members reports from Outside bodies 

Cllr Dr R Painter attended WACC meeting, the application for a 100+ homes has been rejected by SSDC and the owner may appeal this decision.

Cllr Dr R Painter reported that he attended a school Governors meeting and the OFSTED report is just off the outstanding level.  There has been a minor accident with the school bus, for children going to Kinver High School. It was proposed to by Cllr Dr R Painter to write the County Council relating to the school bus service, this was seconded by Cllr Mr S Massey, on a vote this was agreed.  Cllr Dr R Painter will draft a letter to be sent to the County via the Clerk.

The Chairman reported that on the schools website a post is on their for the position of the renewal of the School Governor, Cllr Mr K Pincher would be interested, it was proposed by Cllr Mr S Massey and seconded by Cllr Mrs V Boote to prose Cllr Mr K Pincher if the position is available.

34/23.  	Items for future agendas (to be submitted by the 1st March 2023 to Chairman and Clerk for consideration)  

35/23.	  	Date of next meeting 
9th March 2023 APM at 6.30pm   and the 9th March 2023 at 7.15pm   



Appendix 1 to the minutes of Swindon Parish Council meeting held on the 9th February 2023



	SWINDON PARISH COUNCIL

	BANK RECONCILATION

	 
	 
	2022/23
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Date 
	31/03/2022

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Accounts
	 
	 
	£
	 
	£
	 

	Barclays Community Current account 90853968
	 
	 
	    32,997.24 
	 

	Barclays Saving Acc. 43699005
	 
	 
	 
	    18,625.86 
	 

	Barclays Saving Acc. 80471003
	 
	 
	 
	            51.68 
	 

	Unpresented cheques
	 
	 
	 
	-        250.00 
	 

	Unpresented receipts
	 
	 
	 
	                  -   
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    51,424.78 
	 

	Receipts 2022/3
	 
	24,269.94
	 
	 
	 

	Payments 2022/3
	 
	  29,171.82 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	-     4,901.88 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    46,522.90 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Barclays Community Current account 90853968
	 
	 
	    29,632.58 
	 

	Barclays Savings acc. 43699005
	 
	 
	 
	    18,643.39 
	 

	Barclays Saving Acc. 80471003
	 
	 
	 
	            51.73 
	 

	Unpresented cheques
	 
	 
	 
	                  -   
	 

	Unpresented receipts
	 
	 
	 
	-     1,804.80 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	    46,522.90 
	 

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance date: 
	04/01/2023
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Signed:......................................................................Date:...............................................
	.
	
	

	Chairman
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prepared by J Cree Locum Clerk/RFO
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unpresented transactions
	
	 
	 
	
	

	 
	Advanced flooring
	1629.60
	 
	
	
	

	
	R Yates
	175.20
	 
	 
	
	

	
	
	1804.80
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